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THE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
MANY communities have shown
great interest in the proposal of
the State Board of Education
that the Legislature of Virginia appropriate two million dollars additional for the
support of the elementary and secondary
schools of the Commonwealth in order that
the state may take over practically the entire burden of paying teachers' salaries and
leave to the communities simply the provision and maintenance of school buildings
and equipment. Coupled with this proposal
is the suggestion that local taxation for the
support of the public schools will be substantially reduced. This venture has a very
charming ring to it, but there are in the
background some factors that deserve very
serious thought: First of all, from what
source will come the two million dollars additional revenue? Whenever a state spends
more money, the people must pay the bill,
whether they pay it in a direct or an indirect fashion. The second question that
comes to mind is what will be the effect
upon local interest in and control of education when the financial support becomes primarily a matter of state government rather
than of local government. We dislike very
much to see the local interest in the public
schools impaired and we are rather of the
opinion that those states that have the best
public school systems are the states in which
the public schools are supported primarily
by local support and are managed more directly by the mandate of the local voters'
edict. By all means let us insist that local
There are many dangers threatening the support of the schools be not diminished if
life of a new idea, and opposition is by no the state appropriates the $2,000,000 addimeans the worst of them. In fact, opposi- tional or else we are simply "robbing Peter
tion often acts as a fulcrum to a lever.
to pay Paul."
—Dorothy Canfield Fisher.
All teachers of the state will be interested to leam of the undertaking of the State
He is an eloquent man who can treat Department of Education in the revision
humble subjects with delicacy, lofty things program of studies for both the elementary
impressively, and moderate things temper- and secondary schools. This job is primarily in the hands of Mr. D. W. Peters,
ately.—Cicero.

by M. E. S. Smith; Everyday Manners for
Boys and Girls, South Philadelphia High
School; Fables, by yEsop; Fairy Ring, by
K. D. Wiggin and N. A. Smith; Fairy
Tales, by H. C. Andersen; Fifty Famous
Stories Retold, by James Baldwin; Golden
Numbers, by K. D. Wiggin and N. A.
Smith; Heidi, by Johanna Spyri; Hoosier
Schoolmaster, by Edward Eggleston;
Household Stories, by Grimm Brothers;
Housekeeping for Little Girls, by O. H.
Foster; Japanese Twins, by L. F. Perkins;
Lisbeth Longfrock, by Hans Aanrud; Little
Folks' Handy Book, by Lina Beard; Little
Lame Prince, by D. M. M. Craik; Little
Men and Little Women, by L. M. Alcott;
Lonesomest Doll, by A. F. Brown; Magic
Forest, by S. E. White; Nursery Tales
from Many Lands, by E. L. and A. M.
Skinner; Older Children's Bible, by A.
Quiller-Couch; Overall Boys, by E. O.
Grover; Page, Esquire and Knight, by Marion Lansing; Peggy in Her Blue Frock,
by E. O. White; Rebecca of Sunnybrook
Farm, by K. D. Wiggin; Secret Garden, by
F. H. Burnett; Seven Little Sisters, by
Jane Andrews; Story of My Life, by Helen
Keller; Sunbonnet Babies' Primer, by E. O.
Grover; Suppose We Do Something Else,
by Imogen Clark; Toby Tyler, by J. O.
Kaler; Two Little Confederates, by T. N.
Page; Viking Tales, by Jennie Hall; What
Happened to Inger lohanne, by Dikken
Zwilgmeyer; When Mother Lets Us Garden, by Frances Duncan.
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the Director of Elementary and Secondary
Education for the State Department. Mr.
Peters has a very ambitious plan for this
work that challenges our interest and imagination. The plan is to enlist, in active
participation in this revision, a very large
number of teachers, principals, superintendents, and college instructors all over Virginia. The various State Colleges have offered the services of their faculty members
to conduct courses in Curriculum Revision
that will gather together large numbers of
teachers and study the various problems involved in this large program in the light of
the most advanced information that we
have on these subjects. It is planned, at
the same time, that the colleges will grant
definite credit for this work which will be
taken as extension work. The college at
Harrisonburg has tentatively planned to
give such courses in Winchester, Front
Royal, Woodstock, Luray, Staunton, Waynesboro, and Harrisonburg.
Former students of the college will be
interested to learn that the general economic conditions prevailing throughout the
state have not served to curtail, to any appreciable extent, the enrolment, and that
the college has registered for the fall term
750 students, which probably is as large or
larger than any woman's college in Virginia.
A very definite campaign is being undertaken at the college to enlist the alumnse in
the support of an organization that will
contribute to the mutual welfare of the
alumnae and the college. A large number
of former students have offered their services to enrol the alumnae in their county or
city. The local committee could use at least
fifty more alumnae who have not already
volunteered their services. Each alumna
who reads this comment is urged to send in
her name to the President of the college as
a volunteer for this work.
Samuel P. Duke
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RUSSIAN TOURS
A series of tours of Russia is being arranged for the summer of 1932 by Mrs.
Lindsay Patterson, author and newspaper
woman, who is now in Russia studying
travel conditions and arranging itineraries,
and Roy H. Mackay, who has been conducting Russian tours for the past several
years.
A special tour for those who wish to
make a study of political, social, and economic conditions in Russia and their international significance, will be given under
the personal direction of D'r. John Barrett,
authority on international relations, former
United States Minister to Siam, Argentina,
Panama and Colombia, and one time (19071920) Director General of the Pan American Union at Washington. University
credit may be secured for the completion
of this trip.
Those who propose to go to Russia during the coming summer are urged to submit a brief summary of their plans early in
the year so that individuals of similar interests may be grouped in small parties to
follow itineraries of their own choosing.
Communications should be addressed to
Roy H. Mackay, New York University,
Washington Square, New York City.

The goals of teaching are now set in
terms of useful habits which pupils need
for the higher achievements of intellectual
and social life. There is no contentment
with formal knowledge and formal skill in
childish arts. Training is for the larger
purposes of life. The matter can be formulated as follows; The modern school assumes that the pupil is ultimately to be introduced to all of the intellectual arts and
to all of the practical skills which he is
fitted by natural ability to take on. The
goal of education is thus set in terms of a
complete and broad education.
—Charles H. Judd.

